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Element Pages Newsletter Project (40 points)

Every organism (including you) and substance in our world is made up of elements. Elements are the simplest pure form of matter that cannot be broken down into simpler substances. They serve as the building blocks of all the more complex substances we encounter. 


The most useful aid that chemists and students of chemistry have at their disposal is the periodic table. In 1869, Dmitri Mendeleev, a Russian chemistry teacher, was busy preparing a textbook for his students. He discovered that if he arranged the elements in order of increasing atomic weight (atomic numbers weren’t know yet) elements with similar properties occurred at repeating intervals. Our science class will be creating a periodic table of newsletters by having each student research and become an expert on one element. Each student will share his/her knowledge of that element with the world through a thoughtfully designed Pages Newsletter. Using your individual creativity and expertise on an element, you will design, create and prepare a newsletter that is thoughtful, unique and interesting. The following ideas should be considered when researching your element.


I.
Each student will use books, texts, iPad Apps and online resources to gain 



knowledge about one element. You must use a minimum of 5 resources 



including your textbook.


II.
You will summarize the information about your element into short, eighth-



grade level paragraphs, statements, images and tables on your newsletter.

III.
You must use Adobe Creative Suite (CS3) Photoshop or Illustrator for at least two images on your newsletter


IV.
Final projects will be graded based on newsletter effectiveness along with



teacher assessment of how well you work individually and in the computer lab.

The following is a list of information about each element that should be considered when developing your newsletter:

Element name, symbol, atomic number, mass, classification, state, subatomic particles, group or family it belongs in, sources, physical and chemical properties and reactivity.

Other categories that may be developed into paragraphs are:

Historical background
        Industrial Uses

Commercial Uses
Hazards

Political significance
        Biological implications
Environmental impact    Economical importance


SLOGAN:
You must write an interesting slogan about your element that identifies a few of the properties or characteristics of the element. Imagine you were writing a jingle for a commercial about your element. Make it fun. Bust a rhyme!! 

Element Project Grade/Rubric

Factors evaluated for project grade:

2 pts Headline: Clear, bold, centered, interesting

5 pts Slogan: At least three properties of element addressed
6 pts Categories: Diverse, relevant information, thoughtful discussions

4 pts Data Table: Information organized and placed appropriately

5 pts Graphics: At least one self-created, minimum of three others, thoughtful choice of images 

2 pts Weblinks: Minimum two weblinks to a useful website about your element
4 pts Layout: Placement and balance of objects, thoughtful presentation

2 pts Background and Font: Logical, attractive color scheme, nice use of font scheme 
5 pts Proper Bibliography: You may use EasyBib if you want to
5 pts Work Ethic/Cooperation: In class, computer lab and working with iPads 
