Global Action Symposium

November 16, 2007


According to scientific research it has become increasing clear that our global climate is changing as a result of human impact on our planet. Temperatures worldwide are changing, having a dramatic effect on the weather, sea surface levels and rainfall cycles. Our global community must act now to develop solutions to counteract global warming before it is too late. However there are many who believe that the problem is not as severe as it is presented and that the media is exaggerating the picture. Furthermore, the solutions to the problem are a topic of much debate. Who will pay for the changes that need to be taken? Will the burden be placed equally amongst all nations, organizations and individuals? How can we all work together on a common goal of sustainability when so many diverse opinions and concerns exist?

You have been selected by the Global Action Symposium’s nomination committee to represent your global perspective. You are invited to present your perspective to the panel at the Global Action Symposium on November 16, 2007. We want to know from your perspective what are the possible solutions to our global warming issues. 

The challenge: Research and present the problem and potential solutions to global warming as seen from your perspective. Representatives from several different perspectives will be present for the discussion/debate. 

Perspectives: Each student will be assigned to a group who will focus on a particular perspective.

1.) Clean energy company (renewable, solar, wind, etc.)

2.) Oil company (non-renewable)

3.) Greenpeace

4.) Bioengineering Firms

5.) Big Agricultural Company

6.) Toyota Car Company

7.) Ford Car Company

8.) News Media

9.) Leader Rich Nation

10.) Leader Poor Nation

11.) Scientist from The United States

12.) Scientist from China

Group Dynamics: The success of the panel depends on the success and active participation of the group. Every student is responsible for researching and knowing the possible solutions from their group’s perspective. Each group will be made up of four student leaders. Their roles are defined as follows.

1.) Presenter-researches the position of the perspective and provides the two-minute opening speech to the panel of experts and audience members. Sits on the panel. 

2.) Reporter- In charge of researching and preparing two appropriate questions to ask their target perspective group during the symposium. Sits in the audience.

3.) Responder- researches the position of the perspective and responds to all questions fielded by the reporter/audience members. Sits on the panel.

4.) Critical Analyst- researches the position of the perspective and listens to all perspectives, prepares question for target perspective based on information presented during the symposium. Sits in the audience.

Dress Code: Due to the formal nature of this symposium all student leaders will be asked to dress in business attire for the event. 
