8th Physical Science - Grading and Class Policies

Ms Eagle






  eeagle@mvschools.org

Room 43






(415) 389.7711 ext. 2743

http://www.science8.org


Office hours: Mondays and Wednesday immediately after school or by appointment


Course Description:
Physical science has three main topics of study: physics, chemistry, and astronomy.  Physics and chemistry make up roughly 85% of the curriculum.  A short unit of Family Life will be covered between Thanksgiving and Winter Break.

Class Content:

I. Motion and Forces




IV. Chemical Bonds and Reactions 

II. Properties and States of Matter


V. Introduction to Astronomy

III. Atomic structure and Periodicity

Student Expectations:

1.  All school rules will be enforced in my classroom.  There will be no food, no drinks, no music players, and no cell phones in my classroom.  Backpacks remain outside the main door of my classroom. The one exception is water – feel free to bring a water bottle.

2.  Bring your materials everyday!  You will be expected to have your Panther Planner, paper, pencil or pen, and three-ringed science binder.  You will be responsible for your science textbook’s condition at the end of the school year.

3.  Hall passes are given for emergencies only!  I reserve the right to grant or deny bathroom passes at will – do not expect to be allowed to use the restroom during class.

4.  Be in the class before the bell rings, ready to start class. Begin your warm up as soon as you sit down at your desk.

5.  You may leave class when I dismiss you, not necessarily when the bell rings.  

Grading:

Your trimester grade will be determined by the following:

Class Work/Homework ………….…35%

Tests ……..…………………………35%

Science Binder …….……..……...…10%

Assign Yourself Project …………….10%

Class Participation and Citizenship …10%

The following grading scale will be used (no rounding!):
A ….
95% and above











A- ….
90% - 94%

B+ ….
87% - 89%

B ….
84% - 86%

B- ….
80% - 83%

C+ ….
77% - 79%

C ….
74% - 76%

C- ….
70% - 73%

D+ ….
67% - 69%

D ….
64% - 66%

D- ….
59% - 63%

F ….
Below 59%

Rubric Scores are given on some assignments. They follow the traditional five point scale: 5 = A, 4 = B, 3 = C, 2 = D, 1 = F

Extra Credit:

Extra credit is given on a DAILY basis is the form of stamps on your “Free Homework Pass.” Completed passes can be used for missing assignments OR extra credit at the end of the trimester. Students will receive stamps for bringing required supplies, showing altruistic behaviors that benefit peers or the classroom environment. Stamps can also be earned by providing support to the teacher or fellow students throughout the school year.

· Grades will be posted on the wall in my classroom towards the end of the trimester. It is your responsibility to keep track of your progress in my class. Come see me during my office hours if you have concerns about your grade.

· Late work is marked down 50%!  Homework is considered late if it is turned in after the due date. All Upper 8th teachers will assign lunch detention unless you have an excused absence from a parent or guardian. Make up tests and quizzes can be made up on your own time before or after school, or at lunch.  Talk to me about a make up time before showing up. Laboratory experiments cannot usually be made up. Alternate assignments will be given in the case of a missing “hands on” experiment.

Materials:

All students must have the following by Tuesday, September 1, 2009

· A teacher-provided, small (70 – 100 pages) spiral notebook for Learning Log Journal

· A 3-ring binder for notes, handouts, etc.  

· Recommended- flash drive (memory stick), headphones for computer lab and a calculator 

GOOD LUCK & HAVE A GREAT YEAR IN SCIENCE

Be Kind and Respectful

Be Safe

Be Honest and Truthful 

Be Responsible


